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ROGGIE THE LION FINDS HAPPINESS 

Written by: Igor Plohl 

Illustrated by: Urška Stropnik Šonc 

The story of Roggie the Lion is the story of a not quite so 

ordinary lion. After a serious injury to his spine, he finds 

himself having to use a wheelchair. Facing these new 

circumstances, he learns the real value of life and how to 

overcome obstacles that he faced following his accident. 

The picture book includes an informative photo booklet 

about the lives of people with disabilities. 

Format: 21 × 29.7cm, colour print, hardcover, 24 pages 

Rights sold to: English (world), Chinese 

 

Synopsis 

Roggie the Lion is not just an 

ordinary lion. After falling off a 

ladder he finds himself having to 

use a wheelchair and has to face 

some of the most difficult moments 

in his life. At first he was terribly 

sad, he feared that he would never 

be able to do all the things he 

enjoyed doing before the accident. 

He would never be able to drive a 

car or a bicycle and even doing his 

job as a teacher, a job that he loved 

very much, seemed impossible. 

But slowly, with the help of his friends, the headmaster of the school where he taught, as well as the 

pupils and their parents, he regained his independence. The headmaster explained to him that he 

would be happy for a teacher with a disability to teach at the school, while the parents and children 

organised a charity event to raise money to help their teacher. And his friends, they worked together 

and bought him a car. All of these selfless acts motivated and encouraged Roggie to work hard on his 

exercises and gave him the strength to adapt to his new life in a wheelchair. 
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His new independence gave Roggie a sense of strength and the desire to overcome the last obstacle 

in achieving complete independence, moving out of his parents’ house to live on his own. But what 

could he do, all the apartments had stairs! When he finally got the news that an apartment had been 

found for him, he was happy as could be. 

There was enough room in his new apartment for him to move about with his wheelchair as much as 

he wanted! And whenever he needed any help, he could simply ask his friendly neighbours and they 

would always be happy to do what they could to help him. Roggie learns that despite having to use a 

wheelchair, this doesn’t mean that he can’t go cycling, dance, play table tennis, basketball, 

badminton and lots more. He can even go scuba diving! 

His life is full, getting to meet new people every day and going on many exciting adventures. The 

story about Roggie is based on the author’s true story and immediately became a hit among readers. 

The author tirelessly visits Slovenian primary schools and educates children about life as a person 

with a disability.  

 

  

mailto:zala@zalozba-pivec.com


SAMPLE TRANSLATION  
 

Contact: Zala Stanonik  Založba Pivec d.o.o., Na Gorci 20, 2000 Maribor, 
Slovenia 
zala@zalozba-pivec.com                                              +386 2 250 08 28, +386 41 769 706 

Translation of the picture book 

 

Pages 2 – 3  

Roggie the Lion is not just an ordinary lion. One day, he was fixing the roof and fell of the ladder he 

was standing on, seriously hurting his spine. Since then he has been unable to walk and so he uses a 

wheelchair to get about. The moments that followed his accident were the toughest in his life.  

 

Pages 4 – 5 

All he kept thinking about was how he would never be able to happily run around on the soft grass, 

showing off his bushy mane. He was certain that he would never be able to go cycling, skiing or drive 

a car ever again. But most of all, he was sure that he would never be able to do his job any more, and 

he loved being a teacher. What he loved most about being a teacher was teaching the little animal 

children new skills and showing them new things about life and the world we live in. He was 

particularly sad because he thought that the happy days of his life were behind him.  

Roggie was going through some really tough times in his life and became sadder and sadder. But 

luckily, he had good friends who came to see him often, comforted him, encouraged him and helped 

him the best they could. And his pupils also hadn’t forgotten him. To cheer him up, they organised a 

special event where they sang, danced and acted to raise money for him.  

 

Pages 6 – 7 

The headmaster of the school, Stanley the Rhino, had a talk with Roggie where he made it very clear 

that Roggie was still very welcome to teach at the school – wheelchair or not. He invited him to come 

back to work at the school as soon as he was ready to teach again. A smile appeared on Roggie’s 

face, something that had not happened in quite some time.  

But Roggie’s road to recovery was not an easy one. He had to learn how to do many new things – 

how to get out of bed and into his wheelchair, how to get dressed sitting down and how to skilfully 

operate his wheelchair. And to be able to do all of this with ease requires a lot of practice!  

Roggie did twice as much work and twice as many exercises than he needed to. He bought himself a 

sporty wheelchair, which was more agile and fast, so fast, in fact, that he could often overtake even 

those animals that were not in wheelchairs.  
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Pages 8 – 9 

Soon after, he passed a test that proved he could teach just as well as the other teachers. However, 

all of this was not enough for him to return to his job teaching children. He was so worried as he 

didn’t know how he would be able to get to work. It would be impossible to get there using just a 

wheelchair, he lived much too far away.  

But Roggie had heard of a special type of car that could be driven without needing to use your back 

legs. But they were terribly expensive. As soon as Roggie’s friends heard about the problems he was 

facing, they immediately offered to help him. They worked hard and were able to raise enough 

money to buy him the very special car that he needed. Roggie was both overjoyed and moved when 

he saw what they had done for him. At first, the car looks just like any other car, but if you take a 

closer look inside, you will find a special lever that helps Roggie drive without using his back legs.  

 

Pages 10 –11 

When Roggie pushes the lever forward, the car brakes, when he turns it to the right, the car 

accelerates. The car was even smart enough to know when it had to change gears. This made any car 

ride with Roggie’s special car a very pleasant and comfortable one. The headmaster, Stanley the 

Rhino, kept his word and employed Roggie in a special school for sick and injured animal children. In 

addition to doctors and nurses, the little patients also need teachers, of course. Roggie the Lion 

understood just how tough it is, if you are in pain and missing your parents and friends. He often 

took the little patients into his arms, hugging them and comforting them. And he helped the ones 

that were able to learn to return home not just healthier, but more clever and full of new knowledge.  

 

Pages 12 –13 

For some time after his accident, Roggie the Lion had to live with his parents as he relied on their 

help for many things. His mother, Anna the Lioness, tidied his room, made his breakfasts, cooked his 

lunches and dinners, as well as carefully combed his mane so it was nice and shiny. But over time, 

Roggie began to see that he felt much better where he could look after himself. That is when he 

started to learnt how to cook, wash the dishes, iron and clean his room all from sitting in his 

wheelchair. His biggest problem was ironing, but that might have just been because he had always 

disliked doing this chore, even before the accident. And then one day it came to him in a flash – he 

could live all by himself again!  “I’ll even iron my clothes if I have to!” roared the lion and made the 

bold decision to move into his own apartment.  
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Pages 14 – 15 

When he told his mother about his plans, she was very worried. “But how will you pick yourself up if 

you fall out of your wheelchair? What will you do when you get sick and there won’t be anyone to 

make you tea? How will you go the pharmacy to get medicine and who will take you to see the 

doctor?” she wondered. But his mother’s concerns did not bother him, deep down he had made the 

firm decision to move out. He was also a little nervous about such a big change, but he didn’t say 

anything. He was certain that he would make it work somehow.  

Roggie soon began to look for a new place to call his own, however, quite some time passed and he 

still hadn’t found what he was looking for. All the houses and apartments he found were not suitable 

for him since none of them had lifts or ramps. “Stairs everywhere...” he thought forlornly to himself.  

But just as he had begun to give up, Roggie received a call from a company called Home for You and 

the person there told him that they had found the perfect apartment for him. In an instant a big grin 

appeared on his face, his eyes sparkled with glee and his heart leapt with joy.    

 

Pages 16 – 17 

Roggie the Lion could hardly wait to move to a new place of his own, despite the fact that it had been 

nice to live with his parents. “I will be king of my castle again!” he joyously announced to all his 

friends, and soon he really was living as a king in his new home.  

The lion’s new home was in the first floor of an apartment building that had a lift, as well as a ramp in 

front of the main entrance. Visitors to his apartment might think that his apartment was simply a 

normal one, as it had a kitchen with an adjoining living room, a bedroom, bathroom and hallway. 

Only a careful eye would notice that it had been adapted to the needs of the brave lion in a 

wheelchair. The bathroom was large enough for him to be able to ride around on his back wheels if 

he wanted to, he could take a shower while sitting on a chair made for just that purpose, and he 

could wash in front of a large sink.  

 

Pages 18 – 19 

In the kitchen, everything was made so that he could reach anything he needed. He had no problems 

cooking, baking and washing up, the only thing he still had trouble with was ironing, and he didn’t 

like doing that anyway.  

Good thing that Zoey the Zebra, the cleaning lady, came once a week to help tidy the apartment and 

clean the floors and windows. If necessary, she also did other odd jobs like changing old lightbulbs 

and, of course, the ironing. Roggie found many new friends in his apartment building who were 

happy to help him when he couldn’t quite reach something, when he got sick or when the lift 

stopped working. Luckily, these kinds of inconveniences didn’t happen very often.  
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Pages 20 – 21 

Since becoming disabled, Roggie learnt many new skills. In his free time, he loves to go cycling with 

his special bike that he uses his front paws to propel forward. He doesn’t need his back legs here 

either.  

He is happiest racing down smooth streets that are almost empty and have no traffic to get in the 

way. On his bike there is an orange flag and a red flashing light that make it easier for other drivers to 

see him.  

Roggie the Lion doesn’t just enjoy cycling, but also skiing, riding a quad bike and dancing in his 

wheelchair, as well as playing table tennis, basketball and badminton. Not long ago, he even decided 

to go scuba diving! Despite the doctors having told Roggie that he would never walk or feel his paws 

again, he never gave up hope and is stubbornly determined to once again proudly stand on all fours.  

 

Pages 22 – 23 

But since hope on its own is not enough to make things happen, he exercises diligently every day and 

frequently has physical therapy with Sandra the Swallow or goes to see the healers – Eddy the 

Elephant and Gabriela the Gazelle. His friend Carl the Bear even treated him with the help of bees, 

which collect pollen and make honey using the best medicinal plants in the world. And in addition to 

all this, Roggie drinks medicinal concoctions and uses modern electrical devices to help strengthen 

his legs. All this effort and treatments were not in vain, as, today, Roggie the Lion can now move his 

back legs a little, which he shows to all the visitors that come to his new home with great pride. You 

can see how this brings a big smile to his face and to the faces of his friends.  

If he continues to work hard and try his best, he may even be able to stand on all fours again and give 

a proud roar. Let us hope that it really will happen some day!  

In spite of the accident he met with, Roggie the Lion is now a happy lion once again. Only sometimes, 

on cold and dark winter nights, he thinks to himself how wonderful it would be if there was someone 

there by his side...  

Can you guess who? 
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